Preface

Authority: The Washington State Building Code Council adopted the 1997 Washington State Ventilation and Indoor Air
Quality Code pursuant to RCW 19.27.190. This code provides a minimum level of air quality within the structure, but allows
flexibility in equipment design, construction, and heating equipment efficiencies. The design of this code allows space heating
equipment efficiencies to offset or substitute for building envelope thermal performance.

Code Precedence: The 1997 Washington State Ventilation and Indoor Air Quality Code (Fourth Edition) supersedes the
Third Edition. The 1997 Washington State Ventilation and Indoor Air Quality Code cannot be amended by local
jurisdictions.

Organization and Numbering: This code, by design, is a stand-alone code.

Enforcement: The State Building Code Act requires that each local jurisdiction enforce the State Building Code within its
jurisdiction. Any jurisdiction can contract with another jurisdiction or an inspection agency to provide the mandated
enforcement activities.

Effective Date: These regulations shall be effective July 1,-1998.

Copies and Comments: The Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development provides staff and
administrative services to the Council. Copies of WAC 51-13 and information on amendments to codes adopted by the State

Building Code Council may be obtained from:

Washington State Building Code Council
Post Office Box 48300
Olympia, Washington 98504-8300
(360) 753-1184

Local Amendments: This code may not be amended by any jurisdiction.

Amendments to the State Building Code: The State Building Code Council has adopted review procedures and approval
criteria for amendments. These procedures and criteria are found in Chapter 51-04 WAC.

Proposals to amend the State Building Code shall be made on forms provided by the Building Code Council. Forms for
proposing statewide amendments to the State Building Code are available from the State Building Code Council staff.
Unless directed by the State Legislature, federal mandates or court order, the Council will not enter formal rulemaking until
2000 as part of its consideration of adoption of the 2000 series of codes. Preliminary action will be taken each year on
proposals submitted by the deadline.

Opinions: Only at the request of a local enforcement official, the State Building Code Council may issue
interpretations/opinions of those provisions of the State Building Code created by the Council, or provisions of the uniform
codes amended by the Council. Final interpretation authority for any specific permit resides with the local enforcement

official.
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